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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 06/19/2006 has been entered. Claims 2, 11-12, 
14, 16 and 19-24 have been canceled. Claims 25-49 have been added. Claim 1, 3-10, 13, 15, 17- 
18 and 25-49 are currently pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except 
that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes 
of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the 
United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 27, 32, 34, 39-40, 42 and 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Fukasawa et al. (Pub. No: 20060133307). 

Regarding claim 27, Fukasawa et al. disclose a method, comprising: storing in a contacts 
bearer data store 40 a plurality of bearers forming a list of possible bearers for a contact that is 
indicated by an identifier in the contacts bearer data store (fig. 7, [01 10] -[01 18]. Specifically, 
Fukasawa et al. disclose the application/bearer management unit 22 divides into a memory unit 
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adapted 40 to store a bearer configuration table and a bearer selection table and the registration 
unit 42 will receive notification of active bearers and active applications which information is 
preferably stored in the memory unit 40, e.g., the bearer configuration table and the bearer 
selection table), wherein the bearers are for use in communicating with the contact and are stored in 
the contacts bearer data store so as to be associated with the contact via the identifier (fig. 7, 
[0110]-[0118]. Specifically, Fukasawa et al. disclose the registration unit 42 will receive 
notification of active bearers and active applications which information is preferably stored in 
the memory unit 40, e.g., the bearer configuration table and the bearer selection table. In a 
subsequent step S 16 the bearer assignment modification unit 44 will detect on a change of active 
bearers and/or active applications); and selecting a bearer for the contact from the list of possible 
bearers for the contact based on the identifier (fig. 3, [0093]-[0095] Specifically, Fukasawa et al. 
disclose to assign the next active application to an available bearer service according to 
predefined rules; and fig. 6, [01 10]-[01 18]. Specifically, Fukasawa et al. disclose disclose the 
registration unit 42 will receive notification of active bearers and active applications which 
information is preferably stored in the memory unit 40, e.g., the bearer configuration table and 
the bearer selection table), and attempting to establish communication with the contact using the 
selected bearer (fig. 3, [0093]-[0095] and fig. 6, [01 10]-[01 18]). 

Regarding claim 32, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 27. 

Regarding claim 34, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 27. 

Regarding claim 39, Fukasawa et al. disclose a method for use by a wireless 
communication device (fig. 1, [0078] to [0083]), comprising: receiving an input from a user of the 
wireless communication device 12 indicating a command for contacting a second user 14 (fig. 1, 
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[0078] to [0088]. Specifically, Fukasawa et al. disclose a mobile endpoint 12 accesses to a 
service endpoint 14 via a heterogeneous wireless communication 10. A middle platform 16 
dynamically adjusts at least one bearer service provided to the heterogeneous wireless 
communication 10 according to an operational of the mobile endpoint 12); obtaining association 
information relating to contacting the second user 14 (fig. 2, [0087] to [0090]. Specifically, 
Fukasawa et al. disclose the middleware platform 16 is adapted to dynamically adjust at least one 
bearer service provided to the heterogeneous wireless network 10 according an operational 
context of the mobile endpoint 12; and fig. 7, [01 10]-[01 1 8]. Specifically, Fukasawa et al. 
disclose the application/bearer management unit 22 divides into a memory unit adapted 40 to 
store a bearer configuration table and a bearer selection table and the registration unit 42 will 
receive notification of active bearers and active applications which information is preferably 
stored in the memory unit 40, e.g., the bearer configuration table and the bearer selection table), 
wherein the association information includes at least two possible bearers for establishing a wireless 
communication connection with any of one or more devices of the second user (fig. 7, [01 10]- 
[0118]. Specifically, Fukasawa et al. disclose the application/bearer management unit 22 divides 
into a memory unit adapted 40 to store a bearer configuration table and a bearer selection table 
and the registration unit 42 will receive notification of active bearers and active applications 
which information is preferably stored in the memory unit 40, e.g., the bearer configuration table 
and the bearer selection table), and the association information is related to contacting the second 
user via an identifier of the second user included with or indicated in the association information 
(fig. 7, [01 10] to [0118]. Specifically, Fukasawa et al. disclose the registration unit 42 will receive 
notification of active bearers and active applications which information is preferably stored in 
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the memory unit 40, e.g., the bearer configuration table and the bearer selection table); selecting 
one of the at least two possible bearers for contacting the second user 14 based on the identifier 
(fig. 7, [01 10] to [01 18]. Specifically, Fukasawa et al. disclose the registration unit 42 will receive 
notification of active bearers and active applications which information is preferably stored in 
the memory unit 40, e.g., the bearer configuration table and the bearer selection table); and 
attempting to establish communication with the second user by initializing a wireless communication 
connection via the selected bearer (fig. 3, [0092] to [0095] and fig. 6 to fig. 8, [01 10] to [01 19]). 

Regarding claim 40, Fukasawa et al. disclose a all the limitation in claim 39. Further, 
Fukasawa et al. disclose a method wherein the selecting of a bearer is based on a predetermined 
selection strategy 14 (fig. 2, [0087] to [0090]). 

Regarding claim 42, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 39. 

Regarding claim 44, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 39. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1, 3-10, 13, 15, 17-18, 25-26, 28-31, 33, 35-38, 41, 43 and 45-49 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fukasawa et al. (Pub. No: 20060133307) in 
view of Kukkohovi (U.S. 61 19003). 
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Regarding claim 1 5 Fukasawa et al. disclose a method for a communication device 12 
(fig. 1, [0078]-[0083]), comprising: storing in a contacts bearer data store association information 
for a contact that is indicated in the contacts bearer data store by an identifier (fig. 7, [01 10] -[01 18]. 
Specifically, Fukasawa et al. disclose the registration unit 42 will receive notification of active 
bearers and active applications which information is preferably stored in the memory unit 40, 
e.g., the bearer configuration table and the bearer selection table), the association information 
including a list of at least two possible bearers for providing a connection to the contact (fig. 7, 
[0110]-[0118]. Specifically, Fukasawa et al. disclose the registration unit 42 will receive 
notification of active bearers and active applications which information is preferably stored in 
the memory unit 40, e.g., the bearer configuration table and the bearer selection table), wherein 
each of the possible bearers for the contact is stored so as to be associated with the contact via the 
identifier for the contact (fig. 3, [0092] to [0095]. Specifically, Fukasawa et al. disclose the 
bearer capability detection unit 20 is adapted to detect available bearer services and/or related 
bearer capabilities. The application/bearer management unit 22 is adapted to manage and 
provide at least one bearer service for at least one active application running at the mobile 
endpoint and fig. 7, [01 10]-[01 18]. Specifically, Fukasawa et al. disclose the registration unit 42 
will receive notification of active bearers and active applications which information is preferably 
stored in the memory unit 40, e.g., the bearer configuration table and the bearer selection table); 
and selecting from the contacts bearer data store one of the at least two possible bearers for the 
contact based on the identifier (fig. 3, [0092] to [0095]. Specifically, Fukasawa et al. disclose 
the bearer capability detection unit 20 is adapted to detect available bearer services and/or related 
bearer capabilities. The application/bearer management unit 22 is adapted to manage and 
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provide at least one bearer service for at least one active application running at the mobile 
endpoint) and either based on a predetermined selection strategy (fig. 9 to fig. 13, [0088] to [0090]. 
Specifically, Fukasawa et al. disclose the middleware platform 16 is adapted to dynamically 
adjust at least one bearer service provided to the heterogeneous wireless network 10 according an 
operational context of the mobile endpoint 12 and [0118] to [0130]); wherein the apparatus is 
configured to select the bearer for the contact automatically without requiring an input by a user of the 
communication device ([0088] to [0090], Specifically, Fukasawa et al. disclose the middleware 
platform 16 is adapted to dynamically adjust at least one bearer service provided to the 
heterogeneous wireless network 10 according an operational context of the mobile endpoint 12 
and [0118] to [0130]). 

However, Fukasawa et al. do not disclose based on trying each of the at least two possible 
bearers in turn until the connection is made. 

In the same field of endeavor, Kukkohovi discloses based on trying each of the at least two 
possible bearers in turn until the connection is made (col. 4, lines 42-60). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the mobile endpoint of Fukasawa et al. by specifically including 
based on trying each of the at least two possible bearers in turn until the connection is made, as 
taught by Kukkohovi, the motivation being in order to provide an to automatic mode selection in 
a terminal for connecting to different networks. 

Regarding claim 3, the combination of Fukasawa et al. and Kukkohovi disclose all the 
limitations in claim 1. Further, Fukasawa et al. disclose a method further characterized by 
comprising: referring to an owner bearer data store to obtain a list of bearers available for use in 
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establishing a connection to another communication device and determining a list of both possible 
and available bearers for the contact by eliminating from the list of possible bearers for the 
contact any bearer that does not occur on the list of available bearers (fig. 8 to fig. 13, [01 14] to 
[0130]). 

Regarding claim 4, the combination of Fukasawa et al. and Kukkohovi disclose all the 
limitations in claim 1. Further, Fukasawa et al. disclose a method wherein a public source of 
contact information is used in obtaining the association information (fig. 8 to fig. 13, [01 14] to 
[0130]). 

Regarding claim 5, the combination of Fukasawa et al. and Kukkohovi disclose all the 
limitations in claim 1. Further, Kukkohovi discloses a method wherein in obtaining the 
association information, a second device communicates to the device the association information 
needed by the automatically selecting a bearer for communication with the contact (col. 4, lines 
42-59). 

Regarding claim 6, the combination of Fukasawa et al. and Kukkohovi disclose all the 
limitations in claim 1. Further, Fukasawa et al. disclose a method wherein the predetermined 
selection strategy indicates selecting a bearer based on at least one of the following selection 
criteria: acceptable price; acceptable bandwidth; acceptable latency; as ordered in a list hosted in 
the device; fastest to connect when the first device attempts to make different connections in 
parallel via different possible bearers; wherein the acceptable price, acceptable bandwidth, and 
acceptable latency are as compared to predetermined thresholds for price, bandwidth and latency 
([0105]; [01 18] and [0130]). 
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Regarding claim 7, the combination of Fukasawa et al. and Kukkohovi disclose all the 
limitations in claim 6. Further, Kukkohovi discloses a method wherein the predetermined 
threshold for latency indicates a minimum quality of service requirement for the connection (col. 5, 
lines 60 to col. 6, line 8). 

Regarding claim 8, the combination of Fukasawa et al. and Kukkohovi disclose all the 
limitations in claim 7. Further, Kukkohovi discloses further comprising periodically comparing 
the quality of service to the minimum quality of service requirement during communication via the 
connection and initiating a bearer change if the quality of service is no longer sufficient (col. 5, 
lines 60 to col. 6, line 8). 

Regarding claim 9, the combination of Fukasawa et al. and Kukkohovi disclose all the 
limitations in claim 1. Further, Fukasawa et al. disclose wherein the association information 
includes a bearer identifier for each of at least two different bearers both associated with same 
second device ([0088] to [0098]). 

Regarding claim 10, the combination of Fukasawa et al. and Kukkohovi disclose all the 
limitations in claim 1. Further, Fukasawa et al. disclose a method wherein the association 
information for each bearer further includes an indication of the contact, a bearer identifier, and an 
address for use with each the bearer ([0093] to [0095]). 

Regarding claim 13, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 1. 

Regarding claim 15, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 1. 

Regarding claim 17, the combination of Fukasawa et al. and Kukkohovi disclose all the 
limitations in claim 1 . Further, Fukasawa et al. disclose a method wherein the predetermined 
selection strategy indicates selecting a bearer based on at least one of the following selection 
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criteria: acceptable price ([0105]; [0118] and [0130]); acceptable bandwidth ([0105]; [0118] and 
[0130]); acceptable latency ([0105]; [0118] and [0130]); and fastest to connect and wherein the 
acceptable price ([0105]; [0118] and [0130]), acceptable bandwidth ([0105]; [0118] and [0130]), 
and acceptable latency are as compared to predetermined thresholds for price, bandwidth and 
latency([0105]; [0118] and [0130]). Further, Kukkohovi discloses as ordered in a list hosted in 
the communication device (col. 4, lines 36-59). 

Regarding claim 18, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 10. 

Regarding claim 25, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 1. 

Regarding claim 26, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 10. 

Regarding claim 28, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 3. 

Regarding claim 29, the combination of Fukasawa et al. and Kukkohovi disclose all the 
limitations in claim 1 . Further, Fukasawa et al. disclose a method wherein the selecting of a 
bearer for the contact is based also on a predetermined selection strategy ([0087] to [0090]). 
However, Fukasawa et al. do not disclose based also on trying each of the possible bearers in turn 
until a connection is made for communication with the contact. 

In the same field of endeavor, Kukkohovi discloses based also on trying each of the 
possible bearers in turn until a connection is made for communication with the contact (col. 4, 
lines 42-60). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the mobile endpoint of Fukasawa et al. by specifically including 
based also on trying each of the possible bearers in turn until a connection is made for 
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communication with the contact, as taught by Kukkohovi, the motivation being in order to 
provide an to automatic mode selection in a terminal for connecting to different networks. 

Regarding claim 30, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 6. 

Regarding claim 31, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 10. 

Regarding claim 33, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 10. 

Regarding claim 35, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 2. 

Regarding claim 36, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 29. 

Regarding claim 37, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 6. 

Regarding claim 38, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 10. 

Regarding claim 41, Fukasawa et al. disclose a all the limitation in claim 39. However, 
Fukasawa et al. do not disclose a method wherein the selecting of a bearer is based on trying 
each of the possible bearers in turn until a connection is made for communication with the second 
user. 

In the same field of endeavor, Kukkohovi discloses a method wherein the selecting of a 
bearer is based on trying each of the possible bearers in turn until a connection is made for 
communication with the second user (col. 4, lines 42-60). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the mobile endpoint of Fukasawa et al. by specifically including a 
method wherein the selecting of a bearer is based on trying each of the possible bearers in turn 
until a connection is made for communication with the second user, as taught by Kukkohovi, the 
motivation being in order to provide an to automatic mode selection in a terminal for connecting 
to different networks. 
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Regarding claim 43, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 29. 

Regarding claim 45 , this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 40. 

Regarding claim 46, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 41 . 

Regarding claim 47, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 10. 

Regarding claim 48, the combination of Fukasawa et al. and Kukkohovi disclose all the 
limitations in claim 1. Further, Fukasawa et al. disclose a method further comprising receiving 
an input from a user of the communication device indicating a command to provide a connection 
for communication with the contact ([0087] to [0090]). 

Regarding claim 49, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 48. 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dai A Phuong whose telephone number is 571-272-7896. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday, 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nguyen M Due can be reached on 571-272-7503. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-7503. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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